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15 international federations, plus over 1,000 NGO's in 60 countries, representing over 30 million families, for the demonstration in defense of the family to be held in Madrid on 18 June. 

Madrid: World Capital of the Family 

International backing on a level unprecedented in the history of Spanish democracy.

(Madrid, 16th June 2005). 15 international federations in more than 60 countries, plus 1,000 NGO's in 27 countries, representing 30 million families, attended a press conference held this morning in Madrid to express their endorsement of the demonstration scheduled for this Saturday, 18th June, in Madrid, to support the family, marriage and freedom, and to oppose the bill put forward by Spain's new socialist government which proposes to permit the marriage of homosexual couples and their right to adopt. 
The initiative was organised under the slogan "The Family Matters" by the Foro Español de la Familia (the Spanish Forum for the Family) - the largest platform of family associations in Spain, a civil association with more than 5,000 member associations, 20 confederations and 117 federations representing more than 4 million families – and on 18 June a demonstration will take place in Madrid (Spain) in defense of the child's right to a mother and a father.

The press conference was attended by:

Sharon Slater, President of United Families International (USA)

María del Prete, Vice-president Latin-American family platform “Red Familia”

Jean Louis Thes, President of the French Institut de Politique Familiale (Institute for Family Policy)

Lola Velarde, Vice-president of Red Europea del Instituto de Política Familiar (European Network of Institutes for Family Policy)
Benigno Blanco, Vice-president of Foro Español de la Familia

“We consider that the natural family is the essential unit individuals require to enable them to develop fully", said Lola Velarde, vice-president of the European Network of Institutes for Family Policy, the body responsible for coordination at international level. "It is not a question of rejecting an individual, but of preventing children and youths from suffering. It is this sentiment, which millions of people share, which has prompted the international demonstration for the defense of the family and children which is taking place in Spain".

The European Network representative continued, "in addition to the thousands of Spanish families who will take to the streets next Saturday 18 June, there are more than 30 million families who are giving their support via associations across five continents, and who have voiced their opposition to the proposed bill by sending letters and by demonstrating at Spanish Embassies. Madrid has become the world capital of the family".

Benigno Blanco, vice-president of the Foro Español de la Familia, said at the press conference "José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero's government has refused to dialogue or to meet with family associations, and  has deliberately ignored the letters delivered to the Legislative Assembly signed by more than 700,000 individuals. This makes the government legally obliged to debate a Public Bill in parliament to define the institute of matrimony clearly and precisely, to avoid confusion and manipulation. Zapatero needs to be reminded that he cannot introduce legislation behind the electorate's back. The Spanish government is facing massive social opposition in Spain, backed by unprecedented international support“.

Jean Louis Thès, president of French organisation Institut de Politique Familiale, commented "we express our solidarity with what is happening in Spain – legislation they want to introduce today in Spain will mean the same thing being attempted in France tomorrow. It's part of the homosexual lobby's international strategy to impose homosexual marriage and the right to adopt, in spite of public opposition. They have managed to introduce measures preparing the way for homosexual 'matrimony' into the European Constitution bill itself, the bill that France has just rejected". Thès finished by saying "the French movement is enormously gratified by the mobilisation – at Spanish and international levels – against the Spanish government's proposals for anti-family, extremist legislation".

María del Prete, International Vice-president of Latin-American family platform ”Red Familia”- an umbrella organisation of more 200 associations representing over 2 million families in Latin America, stated "We are in favour of respecting each individual's dignity, we do support campaigns against any kind of discrimination, we do support the protection of and respect for fundamental individual liberties, we are in favour of treatment for AIDS/HIV sufferers. But this does not mean that we support homosexual matrimony or their right to adopt children. Because of all this, and because we also support the "Family Matters" principle, we endorse the demonstration being organised by the Foro Español de la Familia, “The right to a mother and a father", "The right to freedom".

Lastly, Sharon Slater, president of United Families International (USA) – an organisation representing more than ---- families in the United States – commented that "the institute of matrimony has a profound influence on children, on the country and on the world. Given that we live in a global society, what is taking place in Spain is relevant for the rest of the world. We utterly oppose the rejection of an individual on the basis of their homosexuality, but this does not mean that we should reorganise our society in a way that devalues heterosexual marriage and that creates a new societal model, with governmental backing,  which deliberately deprives a child of the right to a father and a mother. Father and mothers are important. Each has a unique input in their child's upbringing, their sexual identity and their psycho-social development, and children that lack a father or a mother are at a clear disadvantage in these areas. Nothing is more important for Spain, as a society and a major nation, than protecting the institutes of marriage and family".







